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Abstract

The study was carried out within the framework of program-targeted funding by the Committee of Science of
the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan ("Development of the concept and mechanisms
of balanced territorial development of the economy and society of Kazakhstan"). The purpose of the study is to
determine the role and significance of the development of ecological tourism in the Republic of Kazakhstan as a
factor in the diversification of the sectoral structure of the country's rural economy. The study used a structural-
functional approach, a review of scientific publications, including foreign authors from the Scopus, Web of Science
databases; state programs and regulatory legal acts of the Republic of Kazakhstan on this issue in the Republic of
Kazakhstan, statistical data. The article provides a comprehensive analysis of the theoretical foundations of economic
diversification and its benefits. The theoretical and methodological aspects of the development of ecological tourism
as a factor in the socio-economic development of rural areas have been studied. As part of the state program for
the development of the tourism industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2019-2025, tools have been proposed
for transforming tourism into a highly profitable sector of the economy, the tasks of which include the creation of
75 thousand jobs in remote rural areas. The authors of the article consider the issues of priority of the development
of rural areas, the need to find ways to normalize living conditions and economic growth, which should be the
diversification of the economy. Tourist and recreational resources that provide the regions of the country necessary
for the development of ecotourism were identified and substantiated.

Key words: ecological tourism, industry, resources, rural areas, economy, development, recreation.
Introduction

The importance of diversification for the economy of territories. Economy activity diversification
is among determining factors of regional and local economy development, as well as demographic
increase. Economy dependence on the impact of external factors define the necessity of economic
diversification, which provides less vulnerability to fluctuations and negative changes. It has been
marked that the higher the level of development of economy of a country, the more diversified its
sectoral structure. On the one hand, diversification drives up production output and income through
provision of broad range of economic activity, growth in employment, on the other hand provides
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reduction of risks minimizing the impact of global external changes. This process supports economic
stability and sustainable development conditions.

Key points

One of the extrinsic advantages of diversification at the local and regional level is associated
with innovations due to knowledge side effects, which arise between sectors. Most commonly, the
more diversified and multidivisional economy structure, the more steps and interrelationships are
characteristic of local economic activity, the higher is its focus on innovation. Such diversity nudges
application of technological solutions from one sector in other sectors of the economy.

Another advantage for local development, which is associated with diversification, is related to
the concept of attractiveness and competitiveness. Economic diversification, in a nutshell, implicates
diversification of workers as well. High concentration of professional workers in a specific area
ensures high innovation opportunities and, as a consequence, its competitive capacity. Therefore,
economic diversification is a source of competitive advantage for territories/regions for several reasons

(Figure 1).
Diversification of the sectoral structure of the local economy
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Figure 1 — Potential effects of economic diversification for territories

Note — Compiled by the authors based on [1].

Diversification and development of rural territories. The issue of economy diversification is
rather relevant in rural regions, which are generally distinguished by lower socioeconomic level of
development, weak infrastructure, shortage of machinery and equipment, absence of the possibility
for social and economic advancement of the population. Such situation in rural regions is prevailing
1S many countries.

Unfortunately, Kazakhstan is not an exception. The share of agriculture, which is the main type
of activity in rural regions, makes up only 2.3% in the GDP of the country [2, p. 28]. Overall the
income level of the rural population is only half of the national average, poverty level in rural regions
is 2,7 times higher than in urban areas. Average revenue for one member of a family is higher than 23
thousands tenge. About 40% of the population, employed in agriculture are self-employed and gain
not sufficient income for maintaining a decent standard of living [3]. There is a steady decline in the
share of rural population from 45.5% in 2010 to 41.8% at the beginning of 2020, which indicates
dissatisfaction with the standards of living [4]. Due to the fact that essential share of leaving for cities
is made up by the youth, the population size of the working age is decreasing
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Such state of actions determines the priority of rural areas development, the emergency of
wayfinding to normalize living conditions and economic growth, which economy diversification is
meant to be. Ecological tourism has sufficiently high potential, as a perspective direction in rural area
of the country.

Ecological tourism as a form of diversification. Over the past ten years, ecotourism has been
gaining popularity and it is recognized as one of the tools for sustainable development of any state
according to experts from the World Tourism Organization. According to many experts, ecotourism
accounts for more than 10-20% of the profit from the entire tourist market.

The importance of active development of ecological tourism cultural development within the
country was noted by the President of the country Kasym-Zhomart Tokayev in another Message
“Kazakhstan in a new reality: time for action” [5].

Almost 20 years ago International Consulting Group for Monitoring World Tourism (IPK group,
World Travel Monitor Company), defined diversity of natural landscapes from wide steppes to snow-
covered mountain peaks) and local population as the main motives for travelling to Kazakhstan [6].
The following places were defined as the most attractive places for tourists in Kazakhstan:
free / wild nature (74%);

* steppes with salty and fresh lakes (69%);

+ endless spaces and landscapes (68%);

¢ the culture of nomads (63%);
*
*

*

mountains (59%);
virginity of nature (58%).

Acceleration of socio-economic development of rural territories and improvement of local
population well-being has become the main reason for the development of ecological tourism in rural
regions, which can help in solving a set of issues at a time: provision of economic growth through
economic diversification; improvement of infrastructure; reviving of traditional crafts, customs and
cultural identity; increase of opportunities for social contact and exchange; ensuring the protection
and improvement of both natural and man-made environment; recognition of priorities and potential
of rural areas by politicians and economic experts.

The key opportunity to involve people in tourism is development of local tourism business. The
multidisciplinary nature of tourist services plays a significant role, since the demand for various types
of services generates a variety of their offer: accommodation, transport, food, guide and tour guide
services, entertainment, local crafts, etc. Finally, local population will have the opportunity to find
their own niche among a wide variety of range of production of tourist product components.

Key priorities of the ecological tourism, which ensures is dynamic development in the modern
world are sustainable development of regions involved in ecotourism: nature conservation of
ecotourism programs and technologies; the use of market mechanisms for the formation of the
ecological worldview of the population.

According to a number of scientists, ecotourism provides variety of benefits:

¢ provision of high quality tourist services;

¢ stimulating national and / or local economic development;

¢ diversification / addition of the economic base;

¢ formation of social benefits and improvement of infrastructure;

¢ generating funds for the management and conservation of natural areas;

¢ providing an economic justification for the protection of natural resources;

¢ promoting awareness of the environment / values and supporting their conservation by local
residents and tourists;

¢ assistance in the preservation of cultural heritage.

Foreign experience evidences that tourism in protected areas contributes to the creation of public
goods. A fine example for that can be: successful development of indigenous ecotourism in the
Caribbean, linking economic objectives to the protection of natural resources and cultural heritage; the
development of community tourism in the Asia-Pacific region with socio-economic and environmental
benefits; the rise of ecotourism in Volcano Park in Rwanda [7].
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Literature review

The concept of ecological tourism. If to rotten in the history of ecotourism concept development,
initially it was defined by G. Ceballos-Lascurein as: travel to relatively virgin or unpolluted natural
areas for the specific purpose of exploring, enjoying the landscape, plants and wildlife, as well as
the existing cultural manifestations of the area (both past and present Current definition was later
revised by him, which reflects the evolution that the concept of ecotourism has undergone, since it
adds such aspects as the ecological responsibility of the tourist, contributing to the conservation of the
environment and providing socio-economic benefits to the local population [8].

According to Ceballos-Lascureina, ecotourism is a multidimensional philosophical concept, which
is a part of ecological development, requiring planning based on strict managing principles and rules
increasing sustainability. He suggested to modify eco-tourist profile through awareness and knowledge
of the natural environment and cultural aspects into an active position of responsibility [8]. Extensive
discussion of the definition promoted inclusion of new dimensions and expanded the concept.

Ecotourism Society under UNWTO celebrates ecotourism as purposeful travelling to natural
areas in order to gain a deeper understanding of local culture and natural environment, which do not
violate the integrity of ecosystems, while making the protection of natural resources beneficial for
local population (Ecotourism society 1994) [9].

The Quebec World Ecotourism Conference 2002 proclaimed the following main distinctive
principles:

¢ conservation of natural and cultural heritage;

¢ involvement of local communities in planning, elaboration, development and exploitation of
natural and anthropogenic resources, as well as promoting the well-being of the local population;

¢ explanation to visitors of natural and cultural heritage in any tourist destination;

¢ presentations focused on individual and independent tourists, as well as organized group
excursions and walking tours for small groups.

Principles of International Society of Ecotourism could be added to the above mentioned list in
relation to ecotourism:

+ formation of ecological and cultural awareness and education of respect for the environment;

* providing positive experiences and presenting good practices to visitors and locals;

+ ensuring direct positive effects of environmental protection — financial benefits,

+ rights and opportunities for the local population;

¢ increasing the sensitivity of the host community to the political, social and environmental
climate [10].

Comparison of ecotourism definitions helped to define its necessary three components: natural,
educational and sustainable management including economic and social issues.

Materials and methods

The study used a structural-functional approach, a review of scientific publications, including
foreign authors from the Scopus, Web of Science databases; state programs and regulatory legal acts
of the Republic of Kazakhstan on this issue in the Republic of Kazakhstan, statistical data. The article
provides a comprehensive analysis of the theoretical foundations of economic diversification and its
benefits. The theoretical and methodological aspects of the development of ecological tourism as a
factor in the socio-economic development of rural areas have been studied.

Discussion

Certainly, particular difficulties in the development of ecotourism always exist and quite general,
not depending on the country. On one hand attraction of tourists to picturesque places pursues the
economic interests of the country, ignoring the ecological possibilities of the destination. On the
other hand, excessive number of tourists can result in destruction of the environment in such areas.
Recently, under the pressure of different factors influencing the development of ecological tourism,
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several modern trend have developed. Firstly, ecological tourism becomes more and more diverse,
as new forms and manifestations appear. Secondly, there has developed an increasing integration of
ecotourism with other types of tourism and tourism industries. Ecological tourism has already become
the part of massive directions, for instance, in many cultural and educational or beach tours, as an
excursion component, short-term visits to reserves, national parks and other protected natural areas
are provided. Appearing of new trends changes the original purpose and meaning of ecotourism, and
more often blurs the concept of ecotourism [11].

Another important issue lies in the sustainability of ecological audit provision, monitoring of
ecotourism components and systems of ecological management, which is often ignored due to financial
constraints. A serious problem was noted in relation to the operationalization of aspects of ecotourism,
as tourism industry, which is rather strongly influenced by the supply-demand balance, is pressured
by the degree of cross-border supply, consumption abroad, commercial presence and its own mobility.
Finally, ecotourism is a complex and interesting field of research with particular components covering
many aspects from marketing fundamentals to environmental management.

Experience of foreign countries demonstrates not only successful development of ecotourism, but
also fact of omissions which lead to the development of particular complications. Weak organization
of ecotourism development results in opposite results to the declared potential benefits, creating to
one degree or another various socio-economic and environmental problems, which then can lead to
dissatisfaction of local population and reluctance to develop tourism on their territory. Nevertheless,
majority of countries keeps actively promoting ecotourism as a way of national, regional and local
development promotion.

According to experts, ecotourism issues can be solved with the help of tax measures, educational
and administrative tools, as well as information management on the benefits of destinations. There
exist an opinion that it is necessary and possible to implement supply chain management in tourism
through integration of corporate information, resource sharing and creation of strategic alliances, as
it is difficult to achieve sustainable development of ecotourism involving only individual tourism
enterprises. Ecotourism management is not the issue of one-enterprise or government responsibilities.
Unity of management by all stakeholders is need in solving this issue [12].

Ecotourism development in Kazakhstan is important to implement, taking into account experience
of foreign countries, considering not only the best results but also the shortcomings that have taken
place, according to the principle “it is better to learn from other people’s mistakes”.

Conclusion

Ecotourism development in Kazakhstan is dictated by the need of sectoral structure diversification
of rural regions economy, which contribute to the improvement of the living standards level of native
population. The availability of micro and small tourism business for the population of rural regions
will help to solve employment issues, income and living standards increase of the population. Again,
tourism development will give a boost to the improvement of local amenities, development of related
sectors, the service sector, etc. For ecotourism development regions of the country are supplied with
necessary tourist and recreational resources: a variety of wild landscapes, flora and fauna, as well as
the uniqueness of the history and culture of the people, combining a nomadic and sedentary lifestyle,
is of much interest to foreign tourists on the one hand, satisfying the nostalgic, educational demand
of its own citizens, on the other. As many experts discuss, world globalization, erasing boundaries
between countries, along with research and technology advancement brings standardization of
cultures of people, which results in the loss of their unicity, originality, national customs, historically
formed over hundreds of years under certain specific living conditions, are forgotten. Therefore, the
necessity of ecotourism development is also justified with the importance of preserving one’s own
culture, instilling interest in it and educating the younger generation, the formation of patriotism, and
understanding of national identity. Moreover, expansion of domestic tours will allow significantly
meet the requirements of Kazakhstan citizens in tourist services not only base on the price reduction,
but the expansion of variety and quality, which and most especially is relevant during post-pandemic
period, which boosts domestic tourism.
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SKOJOTI'UAIBIK TYPU3IM KA3AKCTAH PECIIYBJUKACBIHbIH AYbLJI
AUMAKTAPBIHBIH JAMYBIHBIH ®AKTOPbBI PETIHAE

Anjgarna

3eprrey Kazakcran Pecmrybmukacs! binim sxone Freumeim Munuctpiiri Feutbiv KOMUTETiHIH OaFJapraMaliblK-Mak-
carThl KapXKbUIAHJIBIPy IeHOepine xKyprizinal («Ka3akcraH S5KOHOMHKAChl MEH KOFaMbBIHBIH TEHIepIM/Ii ayMaKThIK
JlaMy TY>KbIPBIMJIaMachl MEH MEXaHNU3M/IEPiH a3ipiey»). 3epTreynin MakcaTsl — Kazakcran PecyOnmkachinaa skoio-
THSUTIBIK TYPH3MJII TaMBITYABIH €JiH aybll MIapyallbUIBIFBIHBIH CajlajblK KYPBUIBIMBIH OpTapanTaHablpy (HaKTopbl
peTiHieri pesi MeH MaHbI3bIH aHbIKTay. 3epTTey/e KYPbUIbIMIIBIK-(YHKIMOHAIIBIK TICLUI, FEUIBIMHU OachbUIbIMIApFa,
coHBIH imiHae Scopus xoHe Web of Science MaimMeTTep 6a3achlHAH MICTEIIIK aBTOPIIAPFA IOy KOJIAHBLUIA/IBI;, OCHI
Mmocene Ooiipiaa Kazakcran PecmyOnmkachiHIarel MeMiIeKeTTIK Oarmapiamanap MeH Kazakctan PecryOnukacsl-
HBIH HOPMATHBTIK KYKBIKTBIK aKTLICPi, CTATUCTUKAJIBIK MAJIIMETTEp. MaKaaaa SKOHOMUKAHbI OpTapanTaHIbIPyIbIH
TEOPHSUIBIK HEri3[epi MEH OHBIH apTHIKIIBUIBIKTAphl JKaH-KAKTHl TaJlaHFaH. AYBUIABIK KEpJICPAIH oJICyMETTIK-
SKOHOMHKANBIK JaMyBIHBIH (DaKTOPBI PETiHIE SKOJOTHSUIBIK TYPHU3MII JAMBITYABIH TEOPUSIIBIK YKOHE OICTEMENTiK
acriekriniepi 3eprrenai. 2019-2025 xpuigapra apHanran Kazakcran PecryOnmiKkachlHbIH TYPUCTIK MHAYCTPHSCHIH
JITaMBITY/IBIH MEMJICKETTIK OarapiaMachl EeHOEpiHe ManFaliarsl ayblIIBIK XKepiepae 75 MbIH )KyMbIC OPHBIH Ky-
PYABI KAMTHTBIH TYPU3MIl SKOHOMHKAHBIH JKOFapbl peHTa0elbi CEeKTOpBbIHA aifHAIABIPY Kypasaapbl YCHIHBULIBL
Makaia aBTopiapbl ayblIIbIK ayMaKTapabl 1aMbITYIbIH 0aChIMABIFbl MOCEJIEIEPiH, SKOHOMUKAHBI dpTapanTaHibpy
00ITyBI KepEK TYPMBIC JKarJaiapbl MEH SKOHOMMKAIBIK ©CY/ll KaJbIIKa KEITipy >KOJIIapblH 137ey KaKeTTUIITIH Ka-
pacTeIpaabl. DKOTYPHU3MII JaMBITYFa KaKEeTTi eNiH aiiMaKTapblH KaMTaMachl3 €TETiH TypPHUCTiK-PEKpearisuIbK pe-
CypCTap/ibl aHBIKTAIbI JKOHE HET131e1l.

Tipek co31ep: 3KOJIOTHSUIBIK TYPU3M, Calla, pecypcrap, aybUIIBIK )Kepiiep, SKOHOMHKA, TaMy, PeKpeariys.
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3KOJIOTMYECKUI TYPU3M KAK ®AKTOP PA3BUTHA
CEJIbCKHUX TEPPUTOPUHU PECIIYBJIIMKHU KA3AXCTAH

AHHOTaNUA

HccnenoBanne npoBeAEHO B paMKax IMpOrpaMMHO-1ieseBoro ¢puHancuposanus Komuterom Haykn MunucTep-
cTBa oOpa3zoBanmsa M Hayku PecmyOmuku Kaszaxcran («Pa3paboTka KOHIENIINY U MEXaHH3MOB COaJaHCHPOBAHHOTO
TEPPUTOPHAIBHOTO PAa3BUTHS SKOHOMUKH U obmiecTBa Kazaxctanay). Llens nccnenoBanus — ompeneneHue poiu u
3HAUEHUS Pa3BUTHUS SKOJIOTHUECKOro Typu3Ma B PecnyOnuke Kazaxcran kak hakTopa quBepcupUKALUKE OTPACIECBOM
CTPYKTYpPbI 9KOHOMHKH CEJIbCKUX TEPPUTOPUI CTpaHbl. B mccienoBaHiy HCIOJIB30BaH CTPYKTYPHO-(YHKIMOHAIIb-
HBII TOXO0J], MPOBEAEH 0030p HAyYHBIX MyOJIMKAIMH, B TOM YHCIIE 3apyOeKHBIX aBTOPOB M3 0a3 JaHHBIX Scopus,
Web of Science; rocynapcTBeHHBIX TPOrpaMM M HOPMATHBHO-TIPaBoBbIX akToB PK no qanHoit npobneme B PK, cratn-
CTUYECKNX JIaHHBIX. B cTaThe mpoBeieH BCECTOPOHHNH aHATIN3 TEOPETUIECKNX OCHOB TUBEPCU(UKALINHI S3KOHOMHUKH
" €€ NMPpCUMYUICCTB. HBquHBI TCOPETUKO-METOAOJIOTUICCKUE aCIICKThI PA3BUTUA OKOJIOTHYCCKOTO TypU3Ma KaK (l)aK-
TOpa COIMATBEHO-3KOHOMHYECKOTO Pa3BUTHSI CEJIbCKUX TEPPUTOPHI. B paMKkax rocyiapcTBeHHOM porpaMMBbl pa3BH-
TS TypHucTckoi oTpaciu Pecryomuku Kazaxcran Ha 2019-2025 roapl peisiokeHbl HHCTPYMEHTBI TpaHchopMaun
TypH3Ma B BBICOKOIOXOJJHYIO OTpacilb 9KOHOMHKH, B 331a4l KOTOPOH BKJIIOYEHO CO3TaHUe 75 THICSY pabOuMX MecT
Ha OTJAJICHHBIX CEIIbCKUX TEPPUTOPHAX. ABTOPHI CTaThH PACCMaTPHUBAIOT BOTIPOCH! TPUOPUTETHOCTH PA3BUTHS CEIlb-
CKHX TEPPUTOPHUIL, HEOOXOIMMOCTB ITOUCKA Iy TeH 110 HOPMAIH3alUH yCIOBHH KHU3HE00ECIICUCHNS 1 SKOHOMUIECKO-
T'0 pocCTa, KAKOBbIM JOJI)KHA CTaTh )II/IBepCI/Iq)I/IKaL[I/IH OKOHOMMKH. OHpe)IeHCHBI u O6OCHOBaHBI TYPUCTCKO-pEKpPECAIIN-
OHHBIE PECYPChI, KOTOPBIMHU 00ECIIeUeHBI PETHOHBI CTPAHbI, HEOOXOIAUMBIE JJISl Pa3BUTHSI SKOJIOTHYECKOTO TypHU3Ma.

KiroueBble cj10Ba: HKOJIOTMUECKHI TypU3M, OTPACIb, PECYPCHI, CENBCKUE TEPPUTOPUHN, DKOHOMHUKA, Pa3BUTHE,
pexpeanusi.
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