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TERRITORIAL AND ECONOMIC ASPECTS
OF URBANIZATION IN KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract

The purpose of the work is to study the problems of territorial and economic development within the confines
of regulated activation of urbanization processes in the Republic of Kazakhstan. To achieve it, authors analysed
the statistical data on such indicators as population density, administrative-territorial division, according to which
significant disproportions of territorial and economic development and settlement in the republic, the development of
the regions of Kazakhstan were revealed. The authors studied the main provisions of regional policy, considered the
main directions of state management of the formation of centers of urbanization with the decisive role of cities with
a population of millions people in the optimization of regional economic systems. Research on this topic allowed
the authors to conclude that the process of urbanization in Kazakhstan has a dynamic character and has not yet
exhausted its potential, which gives reason to conclude that it is necessary to form new centers of urbanization and
agglomerations. The article examines the main trends of the urbanization process at the present stage, namely, in
economically developed countries, where urbanization has reached a sufficiently high level, the share of the urban
population is growing at a slower pace, whereas in developing countries the urbanization process continues to grow
in breadth and has a spontaneous, uncontrollable character. At the same time, the growth of population in cities far
outstrips their economic development. Materials and research methods. When studying the territorial and economic
features of urbanization in Kazakhstan, a complex of the following research methods were used: monographic,
program-targeted, statistical analysis. In this work also used such theoretical research methods as comparisons and
generalizations, scientific abstraction and synthesis.
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Introduction

The growth of urban population has become a distinct feature inherent to historical development
of the civilization. The urbanization process had several stages among which the most intensive is
connected with the industrialization stage. The urbanization in the contemporary time is a full-scale
process changing the role of cities not only in individual countries, but in the universal space in whole.
This process, to a significant extent, was favored by the independence got by countries at all continents
including the post-Soviet territory.

In the course of independence years, the Republic of Kazakhstan pays a lot of attention to the
tasks of territorial development. The implementation of the state policy in the field of comprehensive
development of regions is based on the adopted Main provisions of the General scheme of territory
arrangement in the Republic of Kazakhstan updated considering the Strategy “Kazakhstan—2050: new
political course of the established State, and corrections of the national and governmental programs,
strategic plans of the national authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan that represent a brief summary
of the main project proposals and decisions on arrangement of the Republic of Kazakhstan territory
for the intermediate (year 2020), estimated (year 2030), and predicted (year 2050) terms of projecting
under the updated General scheme of the territory arrangement in the Republic of Kazakhstan [1].

The main problem is the disproportion in social and economic development of regions that is, first
of all, stipulated by nature and climate conditions. The most part of Kazakhstan territory is represented
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by semi-desert and desert zones. For the development of such regions the huge amount of financial
and other resources is required.

The most important indicator of urbanization is the share of urban population in the country.
In Kazakhstan, in 2016 this indicator was 57.2%, and in 2020 the urban population increased up to
59.1% [2].

The incremental rate of urban population growth is reasonably stipulated by the implementation
of large investment projects in cities, concentration of science-based enterprises, developed engineer,
transport, informational communications, better quality of medical, educational, social services,
higher level of income and other.

Highlights

The paper considers contemporary tendencies of urbanization, describes its features in Kazakhstan
basing on statistical data, shows the main tendencies of the state management of the urbanization
centers forming in the Republic.

Materials and investigation methods

While investigating the territorial and economic features of urbanization in Kazakhstan, a set of
the following investigation methods was used: monographic, special-purpose, statistical analysis. The
work has also applied such theoretical methods of investigation as comparison and generalization,
scientific abstraction, and synthesis.

Results, discussion

Cities are the locomotives of economy. If at the early stages of cities establishing the determining
factors for its appearance were people settlement in favorable environmental conditions and then
forming of sedentary life and gradual growth of administrative power of policies, nowadays the
contemporary city is a center of economic and political influence.

There is distinct interconnection between the level of economic development and degree of
urbanization. Many countries show a tendency when the low level of GDP corresponds to small share
of population in cities and vice versa, the urbanization potential in economically underdeveloped
countries is quite high (Table 1).

Table 1 — GDP and urban population share, 2020

Country GDP per capita, US dollars Share of urban population,%

Great Britain 44117 83,7
Russia 27930 74,6
China 17192 60,3
Indonesia 12222 56.0
Egypt 12790 42.7
Bangladesh 5307 374
Cambodia 4695 23.8
Burundi 760 13.4
Note — reference [3, 4].

The scientific research has confirmed that increase of urbanization level by 1% has ensured the
growth of the gross domestic product per capita by 10% in China, and by 13% in India [5].

The relatively high rate of urban population increment is observed in the developing countries
where the breakthrough growth of urbanization level is caused by the migration of rural population to
cities. If in economically developed countries, where the urbanization has reached quite high level, the
growth of urban population share is slower and number of city people in some capitals and big cities
even decreases, in the developing countries the urbanization process continues to grow broadside and
has spontaneous, uncontrolled character. At the same time, the population growth in cities, as rule, is
much ahead of its economic development.

The contemporary processes of growth and settlement of population, changing of its structure cause
a lot of problems that should be resolved considering the specifics of different country development
level.
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For Kazakhstan, the comprehensive development of regions is one of the main tasks of the national
policy. Its solving is complicated by disbalance of territorial and economic development and contrast
settling in the Republic (Figure 1).
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Figure 1 — Population density, person per 1 sq. m in 2020 [6]

The process of urban agglomerations network forming in Kazakhstan, as natural continuation of
the global process, has determined as prospective centers the cities Almaty, Nur-Sultan, Shymkent,
and Aktobe, and regional centers and cities Semey and Turkestan. The most urbanized are three cities
in the Republic, its population is more than million people — the highest population density is in
Almaty — 2806.5 persons per 1 sq. m, then the capital Nur-Sultan — 1425.5 and Shymkent — 892.7
persons per 1 sq. m [6]. The status of the nationwide city given to Chimkent city has provided it with
capabilities to implement the widescale projects and attract large investments.

Currently, there are 88 cities and towns in the Republic, among them 37 have regional status, and
48 have district city status (Figure 2).

Administrative structure of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
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Figure 2 — Administrative structure of RK, cities [6]

Distribution of cities by regions reflects the asymmetry of its development caused by the climate
conditions. The large extension of Kazakhstan territory from the east to the west covers different
nature zones including the semi-desert and desert zones occupying the major part of plain Kazakhstan.
For the development of these territories and creation of comfortable conditions for living there, the
huge amount of financial and other resources is required. The hard development of these regions
causes relatively small number of large urban centers. The disproportions in economic development
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of regions are also reflected on territorial distribution of rural settlements, Mangystayu, Atyrayu,
Kyzylorda regions close this list too (Figure 3).

Administrative structure of Kazakhstan, villages
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Figure 3 — Administrative structure of RK, cities [6]

In many world countries the large-scale “village-city” flows are accompanied by forming of
agglomerations. Thus, by 2030, at least 70% of Kazakhstan population could live in cities. Namely
such share of population urbanization, in experts’ opinion, will allow forming the contemporary post-
industrial economy [7].

The growth of urban population is a natural process typical for the most countries of the world.
In view of rural people all advantages are on the city side. There one can achieve a right for favorable
future, well-paid work, qualitative education, good medical service, and housing conditions. The base
of the internal migration to cities is population having agriculture labor experience. The city industry
and service sphere are not able to ensure the employment for everyone considering that the workforce
arriving to cities is not qualified or has low qualification. The shortage of job opportunities and
problems with employment became one of the main reasons of the so-called “false” urbanization [8§].

According to the new regional policy of Kazakhstan, its economic territories are divided into the
following categories — “first level” cities (agglomerations), “second level” cities (regional centers,
Semey and Turkestan cities), “third level” cities (small and monocities), key rural settlements, and
border territory.

The “first level” cities or urban agglomerations reasonable become the key factors of the
contemporary settling in the most world countries. In Kazakhstan, these are Nur-Sultan, Almaty,
Shymkent, Aktobe cities.

The “second level” are 14 cities, among them 12 cities are administrative centers of 12 regions
(Kokshetayu, Taldykorgan, Atyrayu, Uralsk, Taraz, Karaganda, Kostanay, Kyzylorda, Pavlodar,
Petropavlovsk, Ust-Kamenogorsk, Aktayu), 2 cities are of regional significance (Semey, Turkestan).

The “third level” cities (small and monocities) on its geographical location are divided into the
following city types: at the zone of agglomerations influence, along the motor highways and railways
of the Republican and international significance, and at border territory.

This plan of the territorial and space development of the country realizes the new regional policy
aimed at the creation of the rational territorial arrangement of economic potential and favorable
conditions for population living. It is based on the rational balance of the priority development of
prospective centers of economic growth and support of regions with low economic potential at
minimum sufficient level of life quality standard.

The regional policy aimed at the balanced development of regions, increase of employment and
population life quality independently on the place of their living, should, in the long run, ensure
the gradual urbanization and optimized territorial and economic organization of the Republic of
Kazakhstan. The development of depressive regions with unfavorable conditions for people living is
aggravated by relatively small number of large cities. In this regard, it is important to form new centers
of urbanization and agglomerations. By the present moment, Aktobe has more than 500 thousand
people, Karaganda is on the way to half million population; definite demographic potential have Taraz,
Pavlodar, Ust-Kamenogorsk towns.
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Conclusion

Thus, the analysis of the territorial and economic features of Kazakhstan urbanization allows
concluding that the main problem is the disproportion in social and economic development of
regions. To implement the managed urbanization, the specific attention is paid to development of
agglomerations — the macro-regions with centers of economic growth in large agglomerations — Nur-
Sultan, Almaty, Shymkent, and Aktobe are formed on the national level, the regional centers and
Semey, Turkestan towns, small towns and monocities were determined as growth points at regional
level. At the present stage the regional policy of Kazakhstan is aimed at ensuring the forming of the
rational territorial arrangement that includes stimulation and regulated development of urbanization
processes being a starting point of the economic growth of the national economy, development and
support of the prospective settlements having economic and demographic potential.
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' AnTMaTUHCKast aKkaJeMHst SKOHOMUKH
u ctatructuky, Kazaxcran, r. AinMarsl

TEPPUTOPUAJIBHBIE U DKOHOMUWYECKHUE ACIIEKTbI
YPBAHU3ALIUN B KABAXCTAHE

AHHOTALUA
Lenpio pabOTHI ABIAETCS UCCIEAOBAHUE MPOOJIEM TEPPUTOPHATHHO-IKOHOMHUIECKOTO PAa3BUTHS B PaMKax pery-
JTHpyeMON aKTHBH3AINHU TporieccoB ypoanmsannu B Pecrrybnuke Kazaxcran. [l ee JOCTIDKEHHS TPOBE/ICH aHATIH3
CTaTUCTUYCCKUX NJAaHHBIX IO TaKUM I1OKa3aTCJIAM, KaK IMJIOTHOCTh HACCIICHUA, aIMUHHUCTPATUBHO-TEPPUTOPHUATIBHOC
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JICJICHUE, TI0 KOTOPHIM BBISBIICHBI CYNICCTBCHHBIC NUCIPOIOPIUN TCPPUTOPUATEHO-IKOHOMHUYCCKOTO PAa3BUTHSI U
pacceneHHs B pecIyOinKe, pa3BuTHs pernoHoB Ka3zaxcTana. ABTOpaMHy H3YYE€HBI OCHOBHEIC MTOJIOKEHUS PETHOHAb-
HOH TIOJNUTHKH, PACCMOTPEHbI OCHOBHBIC HAIPABICHHSI TOCYIAPCTBEHHOIO yIpaBieHus! (JOPMUPOBAHUEM IICHTPOB
ypOaHU3aLNH [P PELIAIOIIEH PO TOPOIOB ¢ MUJLTHOHHBIM HACEJICHUEM B ONITHMHU3AIINU PETMOHAIBHBIX SKOHOMH-
YEeCKUX CHUCTeM. VccemoBanus 0 JaHHOM TeMe TO3BOJIMIM aBTOPaM CIeJIaTh BBIBOJ, YTO MPOLECC YPOaHU3AIMH B
Kazaxcrane uMeeT JUHAMUYHBIN XapaKTep U CIe He HCUepIiall CBOM MOTEHITHA, YTO JaCT OCHOBAHUE C/IC/IaTh BHIBO
0 HeoOXomuMOCTH (POPMUPOBAHNUS HOBBIX IICHTPOB YpOaHU3AIMHK U ariioMepanuil. B craTthe paccMOTpeHbI OCHOBHBIC
TEH/ICHITUH TIpollecca ypOaHU3aIKH Ha COBPEMCHHOM 3Tare, a UMCHHO B SKOHOMHYCCKH Pa3BUTHIX CTpaHaX, Ie
ypOaHu3aius A0CTUINIA JOCTATOUYHO BBICOKOTO YPOBHSI: JIOJsI TOPOJICKOTO HACEJICHUsI pacTeT 0oJjee MeICHHBIMU
TEMIIaMH, TOT/Ia KaK B Pa3BUBAOIIMXCS CTPAHAX MTPOIIECC ypOaHU3AUH MPOJOIDKAST PACTU BIIUPh U MIMEET CTUXHUIi-
HBIW, HEYIIPaBJsIeMbli Xapakrep. [Ipy 3TOM pOCT HACelIeHUs B TOPOAAxX, KaK MPAaBIIO, HAMHOTO OIEPEKacT SKOHO-
MHUYECKOE pa3BuUTHE. [IpH U3yUYCHUHU TEPPUTOPHAIHLHO-3KOHOMHUYCCKUX O0COOCHHOCTEH ypOanu3anuu B Kazaxcrane
MIPUMEHSUICS KOMILICKC CJICYFOIIMX METOIOB UCCIICAOBAHUN: MOHOTPAaQUICCKHIIA, IPOrPaAMMHO-IICIICBOM, CTAaTHCTH-
yeckuil aHam3. B pabore Takke OBUTH HCITOIB30BaHBI TAKHE TCOPETUICCKIE METOIBI UCCIICIOBAHMUS, KaK CPAaBHEHHUS
1 00001IeHMs, HaydHAast aOCTPAKIIHS U CHHTES.

KiroueBwie cioBa: ypOaHM3ammsi, arioMepalds, Topoj, PErHoH, Hapoja, OONacHOW IEHTpP, perHoHaIbHas
IIOJIUTHKA.
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' ATMaThl SKOHOMHKA KOHE CTaTHCTUKA
akaznemusicel, Kasakcran, AJIMarhl K.

KA3ZAKCTAHJIATBI YPBAHJIAJIVABIH AYMAKTBIK
"KOHE DKOHOMMKAJIBIK ACHEKTLJIEPI

Anjarna

KympicTbiH Makcarsl — Kazakcran PecrnyOnukackiHaarsl ypOaHgany MpoLEcTepiHiH peTTeNeTiH OelIceHaipy
meHOepiH/e ayMaKTHIK-DKOHOMHKAIBIK JaMy Macesenepin 3eprrey. OraH KO KETKi3y YIIIH XaJIbIK THIFBI3/IBIFHI,
OKIMIIIIITIK-ayMaKTHIK OOJIiHy CHAKTBI KOPCETKImTep OOWBIHINA CTAaTUCTHKAJBIK ACPEKTEepPre Tajjaay >KYpri3iimi,
omap OoifpIHIIA pecrmyOnMKana ayMaKTHIK-DKOHOMHUKAIBIK TaMy MEH KOHBICTaHYHbIH, KaszakcTaH eHipiepiHiH
JIaMyBIHAFBI €JIeyNli COMKECCI3MIKTEep aHBIKTAIAbl. ABTOpPJap OHIPIIK CasCaTThIH HETI3T1 epeXeNepiH 3eprenei,
OHIPJIIK DKOHOMHKAJIBIK IKYHeNIep/ i OHTalIaHABIPyla MHJUIMOH XaJlKbl Oap KalajgapiblH IICHIYII pPeJiMeH
ypOanainy OpTalIbIKTapblH KaJbINTACTBIPyAa MEMJICKETTIK OacKapyablH HETi3ri OarbITTapblH KapacThipabl. OcCbl
TaKBIPHINT OOMBIHIIA 3epTTeyiep aBTopiapra Kasakcranmarsl ypOaHiary Mporeci CepIiiH/li CHIIaTKa ue >KoHe ©31HiH
QNeyeTi oIl TayChUIFaH KOK JCTeH KOPBITHIH/IBI JKacayFa MYMKIHIIK Oepi, Oyi1 skaHa ypOaHIaIy OpTalbIKTaphl MCH
arIoMepanusIapabl KaTbIITAaCThIPy KaKeTTLIIr Typajibl KOPBITBIHIB KacayFa Heri3 Oora amansl. Makanama Kasipri
Ke3eH Ieri ypbaHnaany yaepiciHiH Heri3ri TeHIeHIUUIaphl KApacTHIPBIIFAH, aTall alTKaHaa ypOaHaamy aiTapiabIKTai
JKOFaphl JICHIelTe )KEeTKeH DKOHOMHKAIIBIK JaMBIFaH eJjiep/ie: Kajla XaJIKbIHBIH YJeci Oasy KapKbIHMEH ecyje, aj
JaMyIibl enaepae ypoanaaty yaepici KeHelle Tycyde »KoHEe CTUXHUSUIBIK, OakpulaHOaWTBhIH cunarka ue. byn perre
KaJtajap/arbl XallbIK CAHBIHBIH 6CYi, 91eTTe, SKOHOMUKAIIBIK JaMy/IaH di/ieKaiaa anaa. Kazakcranaa ypoanaamyasig
AyMaKTBIK-OKOHOMHKAJIBIK ePEeKLICIIKTePiH 3epAeiey Ke3iHae MbIHaall 3epTTey oMICTepiHiH KeIeHi KOJIJaHbUIIbL:
MOHOTIpa(HsUIIBIK, OaFaapiIaMablK-MaKCaTThl, CTATUCTHKAIBIK Tasay. JKyMBICTa COHBIMEH KaTap CaJIBICTBIPY JKOHE
JKAJIIBLIAY, FEUIBIMH a0CTPAKIHS J)KOHE CHHTE3 CHAKTHI TEOPHSIBIK 3e€PTTEeY dAICTepl KOIAAHBIIIBI.

Tipek co3nep: ypOanaaiy, aroMepariys, Kaja, aiiMak, XajbIK, 00JIbIC OPTaJIbIK, aHMaKTBIK casicar.
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